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Dear Shii Narendra Modi & ShriRahul Gandni,
a

u as citizens of Indin, who have performed. our duty (o the country in
Various

Jon partisan and in the

Ve write o YO ke
zﬂ;ﬂciﬂﬂﬁ- We appronch you With-a proposal that we believe ig

Jarger intercst of every citizen.

The General Elcction: for the 18th Lok Sabha has alr il <
rallies and public addresses, members of both the Byp, :l:‘? ;&ict;ﬂcgnzzfmdgmnt. During
principal opposition party, have" asked.important questions relating to aﬂ? e INC, the
constitutional democracy. The Prime Minister has publicly challenged e € core of pur
reservations, Article 370 and wealth redistribution. Congress Pmider?:mﬂl:: .c?ﬂ_grﬁss on
has questioned the Prime Minister .on possible mutilation of the Constituti n Kharge
Bond scheme and the government's response to China, and alse challen; 2 ;jﬂﬂ. Elcctnr;al
debate, Both. sides have asked each other questions about their -réspéftfv 3:4"'1 to a public
well as their stand on the constitutionally protected scheme of social ju'stjcee lanifestos, as

As members of the public, we are concerned that we haveheaid only alleg |
challenges from ¢ithet side, and: not Heard any meaninghl resonses o LoE200NS 2hd
today's digital warld carries with.it.a propensity for ‘misinformation, Hﬁs;Epi-eseg tl;rt? ﬁ:wan;,
manipulation. In these Circumstatices, it is fundamentally important to cnsure that th
public is well educated about all aspects of the debate, so that they can make an informed
choice at the ballots - this is centralito the effective exercise of our electoral franchise,

To this end, we believe that citizens would hugely benefit by hearing di

1o this end, : that Ze] sould - hugely ‘benefit by hearing directly from cu

political ]t_:ilf.[pi‘_a Eh{ﬂug};u a public debateion a non partisan.and non cnmgmcrcial ilaﬁ'brm.'li
would be ideal if the public heard not just the questions of each -side, but also the

responses. We are of the view that this would'help to strengthen our democratic process
tmmensely. 'f_l"his bears more relevance as we are the world's largest demecracy, and the
entire world is watching our elections keenly. A public debate such-as thiswould, therefore,
set a great precedent; not just by educating the public, but also in projecting the true image
of a healthy and vibrant democtacy. '

Accordingly, we respectfully request the two of you, as leading voices from the two sides
that seek the peoples' mandate, to a public debate with each other on the key issues oS
election. The venue, duration, moderators, and format of the debate could be on the terms
agreeablé to both sides. We trust you will consider our request positively. We also suggest,
nnd I- only it clth.er ‘of you is unavﬂjlable to. .address this debate, you may normunate a
representative to the debate.

Kindly address your reply tqwellﬂ- 110049

Yours sincerely,

B o, Lo |
Justice (Rtd.) Madai B. Lolur, Former Judge, Supreme Court of India
Justice (Rtd:) Ajit B; Shah, Former Chief Justice of Delhi High Court

: Mr. N. Ram, Senior Journalist &.fbrmer Editor in Chiefl of The Hindu
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